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The Collaborative on Health and the 

Environment
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An international collaborative…acts as a  catalyst for civil 
discourse and collaborative initiatives among researchers, 
health professionals, health‐affected groups and others concerned 
with social and environmental impacts on human health.

The Collaborative on Health and the Environment

http://www.healthandenvironment.org/


CHE‐WA

The Collaborative on Health and the 
Environment – WA Chapter
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The Collaborative on Health and the Environment – WA Chapter

http://washington.chenw.org/

http://www.healthandenvironment.org/


CHE‐WA CEHWG

The Collaborative on Health and the 
Environment –WA Chapter

Children’s Environmental Health 
Working Group
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The Collaborative on Health and the Environment – WA Chapter

http://www.healthandenvironment.org/
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Mission of LHWMPWork collaboratively…

To eliminate toxic 
exposures to kids…

In their most critical years: pre‐conception to age 8.

Mission



5 short years… 
many accomplishments
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The Collaborative on Health and the Environment – WA Chapter
Children’s Environmental Health Working Group

Created in 2007

http://www.healthandenvironment.org/


Goal #1: Be inclusive of varied groups. 
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Goal #2: Identify gaps and overlaps
in messages, services, and campaigns. 
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Goal #3:  

Identify most important 
messages.

Collaborate to get them
out to the public .
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Goal #3:  Provide education ‐‐ conferences



… I think that your conference was one of the best‐ in terms of how it was 
developed, managed and results‐ that I have ever attended.  Truly an 
effective team.  

(From a U.S. Housing and Urban Development  staff person. HUD’s Healthy 
House exhibit was at the Forum, and Ron Sims, then HUD’s Deputy 
Secretary, was the keynote speaker.)
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2009 conference
Over 300 people
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Ron Sims, then H.U.D.’s Deputy Secretary, opened the 
second day. His theme: Your health should not depend 
on your zip code. 
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2011 mini‐conference
130 people



Goal #3: 
Provide education  ‐‐ training for others

Jointly with the 
Washington State 
Environmental Health 
Association

http://washington.chenw.org/CEHgroup.html#professionals

Inspectors practice identifying sources of lead



14

Goal #3:  
Provide education – Training for us

Ex. PEHSU

http://depts.washington.edu/pehsu/
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Ex. WA  Tracking 
Network…
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WA  Tracking Network website points to the 
CHE‐WA page on Environmental Health Resources. 

This resource page was developed by our working group supported by WTN funds. 
See https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtn/wtnportal/EPH/TrainingAndEvents.aspx
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Ex. Legislation related to children’s 
environmental health…

http://images.google.com/imgres?q="legislation",+"children's+safe+products+act"&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1062&bih=739&tbm=isch&tbnid=AcooVJAb0YlpDM:&imgrefurl=http://personalcaretruth.com/2011/01/wa-house-bill-1319-the-childrens-safe-products-bill-of-2011/&docid=B4liOcvmUvP9pM&imgurl=http://personalcaretruth.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/WA-State-Capital.jpg&w=240&h=192&ei=FZjjT7HcPIX20gH1qNj0Aw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=809&vpy=152&dur=1250&hovh=153&hovw=192&tx=137&ty=72&sig=107984416535936913118&page=2&tbnh=153&tbnw=192&start=24&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:24,i:162
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Ex. Personal‐care products 
and 3rd‐party certification…
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Ex. The 
controversy 
over fluoridated 
water…



Goal #4: 
Eliminate exposures by  consumer education

For local community folks and 
health professionals, such as
La Leche League members

A children’s environmental health exhibit
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For conference attendees

Lead‐safe education booth 
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For childcare providers:
Assisted in Eco‐Healthy Childcare trainings
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Most important –
Connections, connections, connections!

http://www.hrsa.gov/
http://www.hrsa.gov/
http://images.google.com/imgres?q=arrows,+connections,+people,+working+together&start=137&hl=en&biw=1048&bih=738&tbm=isch&tbnid=Lswnp2VALk9DZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.oregon.gov/olcc/index.shtml&docid=zHVMI9H5TLgcFM&imgurl=http://cms.oregon.gov/OLCC/PublishingImages/diversehands.jpg&w=544&h=346&ei=84cyULp7z-yLAsvrgfgD&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=716&vpy=236&dur=3062&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=174&ty=88&sig=107279934545501755500&page=9&tbnh=167&tbnw=224&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:137,i:219
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EPA Region 10
(Pacific Northwest)

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Health Resources and Services Administration 

Helped connect two huge organizations with 
joint interests in children’s environmental 
health

http://www.hrsa.gov/
http://www.hrsa.gov/
http://www.hrsa.gov/
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Revived  the NW Kids Environmental 
Health listserv 

http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi‐bin/wa?A0=NW‐KIDS‐ENV‐HEALTH

http://images.google.com/imgres?q=listserv&start=221&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1062&bih=739&tbm=isch&tbnid=eitVh7Wi7td12M:&imgrefurl=http://thezoneucsd.blogspot.com/2009_07_01_archive.html&docid=hezHEIb4izdOMM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_IcpSO1zN604/Sl4dSezs68I/AAAAAAAAAfE/2bPRlMSUGvM/s320/listserv.jpg&w=320&h=318&ei=1onjT5vkL6GK2gWcz9nqCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=111&vpy=165&dur=47&hovh=224&hovw=225&tx=133&ty=135&sig=113115997622467807681&page=14&tbnh=160&tbnw=161&ndsp=17&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:221,i:123
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=NW-KIDS-ENV-HEALTH
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Helped fund a member to do a 
small research  project on least toxic
whiteboard markers
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Found a parent blogger 
within the group to help 
with feedback on a project

http://images.google.com/imgres?q="parent+bloggers"&hl=en&biw=1062&bih=739&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=f6vmkGqnJYXXGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sutrodigital.com/727/blogs/ten-mummy-bloggers-to-follow.html&docid=mNT-8i9iN2B_JM&imgurl=http://www.sutrodigital.com/wp-content/uploads/mummy-blogger2.jpg&w=271&h=271&ei=z47jT42FAaTj0QGBtcGxAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=120&vpy=172&dur=5453&hovh=216&hovw=216&tx=84&ty=88&sig=107984416535936913118&page=4&tbnh=177&tbnw=179&start=55&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:55,i:268
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Connections… get dialogue
moving…

and build 
trust.
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Keys to our success

1.One organization provides 
some dedicated staff time… 

http://images.google.com/imgres?q=key&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1062&bih=739&tbm=isch&tbnid=uBLBFhgaixfrCM:&imgrefurl=http://northwoodhouses.housing.umich.edu/content/key-inconveniences&docid=IE8Y1AkzMtcCfM&imgurl=http://northwoodhouses.housing.umich.edu/sites/northwoodhouses.housing.umich.edu/files/photos/keys_kjxf.jpg&w=520&h=346&ei=ybPkT_SXOYOq2QX016jaCQ&zoom=1
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2.CHE‐WA, our parent organization, has a 
website we post on. Their staff maintain 
the website.
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3. Members steer the direction…how 
often to meet, whether to have 
speakers, what topics to focus on.
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4. Participants are willing 
to share time, $, decision making.
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Most important:  

Members continue to find it adds value 
to their work.
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Next steps:

Plan a 2013 Forum. 
Collaborate with other organizations? 

Continue to….
• meet monthly
• work with medical health providers
• support each other’s organizations’ work
• grow the organization, bringing in more diverse groups
• better educate ourselves.



We’re happy to help! 35

Contact information:

Gail Gensler     
gail.gensler@kingcounty.gov or 206‐263‐3082

Julia Singer
julia.singer@kingcounty.gov or 206‐263‐3042 

CHE‐WA Children’s Environmental Health Working 
Group
http://washington.chenw.org/CEHgroup.html

mailto:gail.gensler@kingcounty.gov
mailto:julia.singer@kingcounty.gov
http://washington.chenw.org/CEHgroup.html
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