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•  Stockholm	Conven#on	
•  Phase	out	of	some	chemicals	in	plas#cs	

	

•  Basel	Conven#on:	
•  Control	on	problema#c	plas#cs	and	POPs	 	content	in	

plas#cs	
•  SAICM:	
•  Poten#ally	all	chemicals	used	in	plas#cs	but	limited	

impact	

•  Plas#cs	Treaty…		

		

Global	Controls	on	Plas#cs	and	chemicals	



A	global	agreement	on	plas#cs	by	2024	



•  The	agreement	should	be	legally	binding		
•  Including	voluntary	and	binding	provisions	
	

•  The	objec#ves	of	the	instrument	will	be	defined	
during	the	nego#a#ons		

	

•  Sustainable	produc#on	and	consump#on	
•  To	be	achieved	through	design	and	circular	economy	approaches	
	

•  To	provide	scien#fic	and	socioeconomic	assessments	
•  urgent	need	to	strengthen	the	science-policy	interface	at	all	levels	

What	does	the	resolu#on	say	



Some	of	the	baPlegrounds	

“the	reference	to	chemicals	was	
"taken	out	of	the	mandate	a@er	
objecCons	from	delegaCons,	

including	from	the	
US".”	(ChemicalWatch)	

	

“There	were	efforts	to	weaken	
the	language	on	health	that	

failed,”	
Washington	Post	

A	global	plas#c	treaty	must	cap	
produc#on	

Bergman	et	al.	

Financial	mechanism	(who	will	pay	
for	the	treaty?)	

PlasCc	product	vs	PlasCc	
materials	



What	are	plas#cs?	

‘plasCc’	means	a	material	consisCng	of	a	polymer	[…]	to	which	
addiCves	or	other	substances	may	have	been	added,	and	which	
can	funcCon	as	a	main	structural	component	of	final	products,	
with	the	excepCon	of	natural	polymers	that	have	not	been	

chemically	modified	(EU,	Single	use	plasCcs	direcCve)	

	“PlasCc	material”	is	a	syntheCc	organic	polymer	(i.e.,	a	
thermoset	polymer,	a	thermoplasCc	polymer,	or	a	combinaCon	
of	a	natural	polymer	and	a	thermoset	or	thermoplasCc	polymer)	
that	is	solid	in	its	final	form	and	that	was	shaped	by	flow.	The	
material	can	be	either	a	homogeneous	polymer	or	a	polymer	

combined	with	fillers,	plasCcizers,	pigments,	stabilizers,	or	other	
addiCves.	(US	Federal	Law)	

PlasCc	manufactured	items	are	any	items	made	of	plasCc	formed	
into	a	specific	physical	shape	or	design	during	manufacture,	and	
have,	for	their	intended	use,	a	funcCon	or	funcCons	dependent	in	
whole	or	in	part	on	their	shape	or	design.	They	can	include	final	

products,	as	well	as	components	of	products.	



•  Outdoor	wear	(gloves,	hijab,	
trousers,	T-shirt)	

•  SyntheCc	materials	(polyester,	
taslan)	and	co_on	

•  PFAS	‚Forever	Chemicals	(incl.	
PFAS	degrading	into	globally	
banned	PFOA)	

•  Toys,	hair	accessories,office	
supplies	kitchen	utensils		

•  Recycled	e-waste	plasCc;	ABS	
•  Brominated	flame	retardants	
(incl.	globally	banned	POP-
BFRs)	

•  Baby	feeding	bo_les,	sippy	cups,	
water	bo_les…	

•  PC,	PE,	PP…	
•  Bisphenol-A	(EDC	restricted	in	
many	countries)	





Global	Trends:		
	

You	Are	Here	





Invisible:	
MicroplasCcs	and	Toxic	Chemical	AddiCves			

Visible:	
PlasCc	Waste/Li_er	

1.	The	Treaty	will	address	all	plas#c	pollu#on,	including	
microplas#cs	(and	chemicals)	



2.	A	lifecycle	approach	



Plastic’s toxic 
additives and the 
circular economy
September 2020

3.	Plas#c	Design	and	Circular	Economy	



4.	Health	risks	and	wellbeing	



Solu#ons	

-  Reduce	the	plas#cs	produced;	
-  Iden#fy	essen#al	uses;	
-  Restrict	the	most	problema#c	
plas#cs	(PVC,	fluorinated	
polymers,	polystyrene);	

-  Transparency	on	plas#cs	
ingredients;	

-  Stop	toxic	recycling	
-  Phase	out	the	most	problema#c	
chemicals	

	



Thank	you	J	


